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LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/59�
�
Name of Place�
Goldfields Road�
�
Other Names (1)�
Old York Road�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Goldfields Road�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Other Locational descriptor�
Northern edge of townsite�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6517500 m N�
�
Easting�
621000 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1866�
�
Construction Date (2)�
c1890�
�
Source/Details�
“Merredin Peak Heritage Trail” booklet, 1988�
�
Site Type�
Road�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Road�
�
Present�
Road�
�
Architect/Designer (1)�
Assistant Surveyor Charles Hunt�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
Not applicable�
�
Roof�
Not applicable�
�
Other�
Although some sections sealed, most are unsealed�
�
Modifications�
The road has been diverted in the vicinity of the old Merredin townsite and the golf course.�
�
Condition�
Good�
�
Integrity�
�
�
Most of the road follows its original alignment and has a high integrity.�
�
�
Description�
�
�
Goldfields Road (Old York Road) runs from Perth to Kalgoorlie, most of it in a straight line between water sources.  Most of the road within the Merredin Shire is unsealed but the section adjoining the Merredin townsite is sealed.  In the vicinity of the golf course (old Merredin townsite) the road has been diverted approximately 100 m to the north.�
�
�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Transport and Communications - Roads�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Occupations - Surveyors�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
It was Assistant Surveyor Charles Hunt who recognised the region’s pastoral potential in a series of exploratory surveys in 1864-66.  In honour of his patron, Governor Hampton, Hunt named the region Hampton Plains.


In 1866, he made his third journey into Hampton Plains; this was the biggest and best equipped he had undertaken.  The party included four probationer convicts.  The convicts were to be used for road making and for the sinking of wells and making other water storages.  The party established a track linking waterholes and constructed wells and dams along a route which became known as the York to Goldfields Road.  That part at Merredin is thought to have been first constructed about 1890.�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
No particular conservation measures necessary.�
�






OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc) “Merredin Tourist” booklet undated (1979)


WA Heritage Committee “Merredin Peak Heritage Trail”, 1988�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
State Register of Heritage Places�
No�
�
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No�
�
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No�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
No�
�



