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LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/58�
�
Name of Place�
Wheat Storage Bins�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Gamenya Road�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6516100 m N�
�
Easting�
618400 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1966�
�
Construction Date (2)�
1969�
�
Construction Date (3)�
1978�
�
Site Type�
Wheat Storage�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Wheat Bins�
�
Present�
Wheat Bins�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
Concrete (vertical storage), corrugated iron (horizontal)�
�
Roof�
Concrete (vertical storage), corrugated iron (horizontal)�
�
Modifications�
1969 and 1978 additions (see below)�
�
Condition�
Very good�
�
Integrity�
�
�
Although the facility has been expanded over the years, it has a high integrity.�
�
�
Description�
�
�
The facility comprises large capacity vertical and horizontal grain storage immediately adjoining the northern side of the eastern railway line.�
�
�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Occupations - Grain Growing�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Transport & Communication - Grain�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
Situated in the heart of the wheatbelt, the Merredin Depot was built in 1966 to transfer grain from narrow gauge rail onto the main standard gauge line.


Originally the facility consisted of four vertical concrete cells, each of 2200 tonne capacity, and two garner bins.  A further four cells were added in 1978 bringing the total capacity to 15,000 tonnes.


To handle harvest surpluses, a horizontal ‘E’ type storage capable of holding 220,000 tonnes (8 million bushells) was built in 1969.  With a length of 610 metres and a width of 59 metres, this facility is one of the largest in the network and reputed to be the largest horizontal storage in the southern hemisphere.


Two rail ‘track sheds’ service the transfer depot.  One is used for the discharge of grain from narrow gauge rail wagons which is unloaded into the cells.  The other is for the outloading of grain from the storage cells into standard gauge rail wagons.


Grain can also be loaded into or outloaded from the cells to road transport through separate facilities.�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
Photographically document prior to any modifications.  As the facility is in working order and in no danger of deterioration, no specific conservation measures are considered necessary.�
�






�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Bibliography�
�
�
Co-Operative Bulk Handling Limited “Merredin Transfer Depot and District” brochure, July 1992


Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc) “Merredin Tourist” booklet, undated (1979)�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. Nos, date�
7/18, 19	18.12.95�
�
State Register of Heritage Places�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
No�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
No�
�



