Municipal Inventory Information





LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
HCWA Reference Number�
1564�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/35�
�
Name of Place�
No. 4 Steam Pumping Station�
�
Other Names (1)�
The Pump�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Great Eastern Highway�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin�
�
Other Locational descriptor�
Approx 3 km west of Merredin, on south side of highway�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6515250 m N�
�
Easting�
618500 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
8228�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1902�
�
Source/Details�
“Merredin Tourist” booklet�
�
Site Type�
Pump Station�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Pump Station�
�
Present�
Un-used�
�
Architect/Designer (1)�
C.Y. O’Connor�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
Brick, English Bond�
�
Roof�
Gable with central vent of curved corrugated iron�
�
Other�
Floor concrete; steel roof trusses; no ceiling; steel windows�
�
Modifications�
Nil�
�
Condition�
Fair but deteriorating�
�
Integrity�
�
�
The shell of the building is as constructed with a high integrity.�
�
�
Description�
�
�
The pump station building is located some 50 metres from the highway and is readily seen from the road.  It was built in 1902 as part of the Goldfields water supply scheme and was used until 1960 when an electrically driven station (situated nearby) replaced it.  Now just the shell of the bruilding remains, all interior machinery and fittings having been removed.


The building is rectangular in plan, with door openings and arched and circular windows in opposing walls being quite different.  The most prominant feature of northern face to the highway is an arch more than half the height of the wall.  This elevation also has six sections of corbelled brickwork to support internal beams (since removed).


The two end walls each contain a pair of stepped buttraces.  The south wall has a flat canopy above an arched doorway, which is the most significant projection on all elevations.


The interior has been stripped bare.  Pilasters on internal faces of north and south walls line up with roof trusses and corbelled brick work suggests where gantry beams were located.  The concrete floor contains pits and mounting blocks where machinery was installed.


The building is free from cracking and appears structurally sound.  However, the corrugated iron roof is perforated and roof trusses, being exposed to weather, must inevitably deteriorate and eventually collapse.�
�
�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Outside Influences - Gold�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Social and Civic Activities - Utilities�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
After the wheat silos and aircraft hangers, this is the largest building in the district.  Although similar pump stations have been preserved elsewhere, some with original machinery, this building has a special place in the history and development of Merredin.  It is a significant assett which should not be permitted to simply be lost through neglect.





Every effort should be made to re-roof the building, which would prevent the deterioration of roof framing and stop weather getting into the tops of walls. This would give time to find a use for the building.  Even if this took many years, once the building was adequately roofed it is not liable to further significant deterioration.


�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and encourage protection of the asset through Town Planning Scheme.�
�
�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Bibliography�
�
�
Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc) “Merredin Tourist” booklet undated (1979)�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. Nos, date�
7/20-25, 8/1, 2	18/12/1995�
�
State Register of Heritage Places�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
No�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
Yes, 16/09/1983�
�



