Municipal Inventory Information





LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
HCWA Reference Number�
1577 (part)�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/7�
�
Name of Place�
Railway Station Museum�
�
Other Names (1)�
Old Railway Station�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Great Eastern Highway�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Other Locational descriptor (text)�
On south side of railway line, between French Avenue and Allenby Street�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6516000 m N�
�
Easting�
621250 m E�
�



OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description


(use fields below):�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
10359�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1985 (from)�
�
Construction Date (2)�
1905, 1906, 1913, 1917, 1923�
�
Source/Details�
“Merredin Peak Heritage Trail” booklet, 1988�
�
Site Type�
Railway Station�
�
Use(s) of Place


(use fields below):�
�
�
Original�
Railway Station�
�
Present�
Museum and Arts Centre�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
Mainly brick (timber signal cabin)�
�
Roof�
Earlier buildings corrugated iron, later buildings Marseille tiles�
�
Modifications�
Extant buildings appear to be little modified�
�
Condition�
Very Good�
�
Integrity�
�
�
The station buildings were constructed over about a 20 year period just after the turn of the century and have a very high integrity.�
�
�
�



Description�
�
�
The building group comprises four buildings, end to end, on an island platform.  Entry to the museum is from the eastern end into what was originally the parcels office (1923), later the main station building.  The next building is the elevated signal box (1913), followed by a building of toilets and waiting rooms (1917) and finally refreshment rooms (1923), built in the same style as the parcels office, with a cellar (1906) used for storage of perishables and cool drinks.


There is a plaque by the museum entrance stating that renovation work carried out by the Merredin Historical Society was funded by the Department of Education Employment and Training, July 1993 - January 1994, under a local employment program.�
�
�



�
SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Transport and Communications - Rail�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Social and Civic Activities - Cultural�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
The railway line determined the final location of Merredin  in 1893 and the station, built in 1895, was one of the first on the eastern railway.  The first resident officer, Mr H.J. Cooper, described it as “as open shed 12 x 18 feet on a platform about 200 feet long ... (with) no shelter of any description.”  He and his family ‘resided’ in a canvas tent.


Merredin’s status as a rail and commercial centre was secured when the locomotive depot at Southern Cross was shifted to Merredin in 1904.  With branch lines serving both northern and southern wheatbelt areas, Merredin opened as a booking station in 1905.  The station expanded to include the cellar (1906), the signal box housing 95 levers (1913), waiting rooms with a Romanesque arch (1917) and parcels office and refreshment rooms (1923).  The latter were built with salmon tinted Coolgardie bricks salvaged from the Golden Gate, Hannan Street and Kallaroo Stations after the heyday of the goldrush.


The railway station was converted into a museum by the Merredin Museum and Historical Society after a new station was built in 1968.  The museum opened in 1978.


The building group is an important collection of early railway structures and also has a social value arising from the community effort to create and operate the museum.�
�
�
Recommendation/Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and protect through Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to any modifications.  Consider for inclusion in the State Register.�
�
�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Bibliography�
�
�
Merredin Museum and Historical Society “The Old Station Museum” booklet, undated.


WA Heritage Committee “Merredin Peak Heritage Trail” booklet, 1988.


“Merredin Tourist” booklet, undated (1979).


Merredin Tourist and Information Centre (Inc).�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. No., date�
2/14-22	18/12/1995�
�
State Register of Heritage Place�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
Yes�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
Yes, 16/09/1983�
�
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