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LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/45�
�
Name of Place�
Army Hospital Remains�
�
Other Names (1)�
First Australian General Hospital Site�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Gravel track, continuation of Benson Street�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin�
�
Other Locational descriptor�
Both sides of track, approximately 2 km north-east of post office.�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6516800 m N�
�
Easting�
622900 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1942�
�
Source/Details�
“Merredin Peak Heritage Trail” booklet, 1988�
�
Site Type�
Defence Installation�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Hospital�
�
Present�
Nil�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
None remaining�
�
Roof�
None remaining�
�
Other�
Floors concrete on brick�
�
Modifications�
Only the bases of some buildings remain�
�
Condition�
Fair to poor, slowly deteriorating�
�
Integrity�
�
�
With substantial remains of the more important buildings and the sewerage system, the site has a measure of integrity.�
�
�
Description�
�
�
On the north-eastern fringes of the Merredin town site the First Australian General Hospital occupied an area of about 12 ha.  Most of the structures were tents, of which nothing remains.


The most substantial buildings were two theatre blocks, which were located side by side and the power plant, situated nearby.  All three buildings were timber framed, asbestos and iron, sitting on brick and concrete bases, with floors 0.3-0.5 m above the ground.  The bases remain in quite good condition with the only exception being the corner of one base, adjacent to the current access track, which has been broken apparently by a vehicle.  The power plant building is distinguishable by concrete mounting blocks, raised above the floor.


There is evidence of drains and an extensive sewerage system beneath the whole hospital complex.  Approximately 500 m to the north-west, on the granite outcrop of Merredin Peak, is the Army Hospital Reservoir.�
�
�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Outside Influences - World War II.�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
The army hospital was relocated from Tobruk to Merredin in December 1942 for strategic reasons and because a reliable supply of fresh water was available.  It operated in the town for 18 months.  Twenty doctors and over one hundred personnel were employed on the site.  The influx of thousands of injured and recuperating men associated with the hospital brought substantial economic benefits to the town.  There were also social benefits, such as local churches being able to support large choirs.


Local knowledge states that the hospital was constructed as part of a base for counter-attack on Perth and Fremantle, should the metropolitan area have been taken by the Japanese during World War II.


This conflicts with the commonly held view that if the enemy had landed in WA, Australia’s defence forces would abandon the State and pull back to a line between Adelaide and Brisbane.


These structures are considered to be of national importance.�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and encourage protection through the Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to any modifications or disturbance and before further deterioration.  Undertake further research into original use.  No immediate consideration measures required although erection of a plaque or interpretive sign to explain prior use may be appreciated by tourists.


These structures should be considered for inclusion in the State Register of Heritage Places and Register of the National Estate.�
�
�



OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Bibliography�
�
�
WA Heritage Committee “Merredin Peak Heritage Trail” booklet, 1988�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. Nos, date�
7/7, 8	18.12.95�
�
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�
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