Municipal Inventory Information





LOCATION�
�
�
�
�
�
LGA Reference Number�
78/10�
�
Name of Place�
Recreation Ground Hall�
�
Other Names (1)�
Agricultural Hall�
�
Other Name (2)�
Exhibition Hall�
�
Location/Address�
�
�
Street Name�
Bates Street, Cnr Duff Street�
�
Suburb/Town�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Other Locational descriptor�
Within Recreation Ground, north of town centre�
�
Local Government Authority�
Merredin�
�
Map References�
�
�
Map Name�
Merredin Townsite�
�
Map Scale�
1:2,000�
�
Northing�
6516600 m N�
�
Easting�
621400 m E�
�









OWNERSHIP & LAND DESCRIPTION �
�
�
�
�
�
Owner�
Address�
Phone/fax�
Status�
�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Land Description�
�
�
Reserve No.�
Lot/Location No.�
Plan/Diagram�
Vol/Folio�
Item


No.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



DESCRIPTION�
�
�
�
�
�
Construction Date (1)�
1928�
�
Construction Date (2)�
1939�
�
Site Type�
Hall�
�
Use(s) of Place:�
�
�
Original�
Agricultural Hall�
�
Present�
Vacant�
�
Other�
Drill Hall, Weapons Store (WW II)�
�
Associated Persons (1)�
Fred Growden, Foundation President of the Merredin Agricultural Society�
�
Other Associated Persons (2)�
F. Telfer, first Secretary Merredin Agricultural Society�
�
Construction Materials�
�
�
Walls�
Concrete Block, patterned on buttraces and northern extension�
�
Roof�
Corrugated iron, hipped, with gablets�
�
Other�
Floor wood; Windows wood quarter pane fixed some replaced with aluminium.�
�
Modifications�
Annex additions at north end constructed during WWII as orderly room and weapons store.�
�
Condition�
Fair, but deteriorating, with some cracking in walls and buttraces; floor in need of some repair.�
�
Integrity�
�
�
The building has its original fabric intact and is of high integrity.�
�
�
Description�
�
�
The hall lies in an open area of the Recreation Ground, with the entrance road from Bates Street passing by it.  The original building had a rectangular in plan and hipped roof with gablets.  There were four buttraces on the end walls and seven on each side.  There were four sets of double doors, one in the centre of each side.  There were high windows on each of the longer sides, two between each buttrace.  There is a patterned concrete block and corrugated iron, a gable-roofed addition at the northern end - the orderly room and weapons store constructed early in WWII.�
�
�
�



SIGNIFICANCE�
�
�
�
�
�
Historic theme (s) �
Social and Civic Activities - Recreation�
�
Statement of Significance�
�
�
The hall was constructed by the Merredin Agricultural Society, once a very strong institution in the town, giving the building a social and historic significance.  The society was founded in 1918 and held its first show in 1919.  The shows attracted their peak crowds in the late 1950s, early 1960s, after a two-day show was held for the first time in 1957.�
�
�
Recommendation/�Conservation Strategy �
Recognise and protect through Town Planning Scheme.  Photographically document prior to any modifications or demolition.  Obtain engineering report on best way to halt cracking.  Undertake maintenance to prevent further deterioration.  Fund appropriate uses for the building.�
�



�






OTHER�
�
�
�
�
�
Bibliography�
�
�
Barbara Barnett “The History of Merredin”, Teachers’ College, Claremont, 195?�
�
�
Listing and Assessment:�
�
�
Assessor (s) Name �
Assessor (s) Address/Phone�
�
Max Hipkins�
WHELANS, 133 Scarborough Beach Rd,


Mt Hawthorn, WA, 6016


Tel: (09) 443 1511�
�
Film/Neg. Nos, date�
3/2-6	18/12/1995�
�
State Register of Heritage Places�
No�
�
Classified by the National Trust�
No�
�
Register of the National Estate�
No�
�
Local Town Planning Scheme�
No�
�



